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MEDIA RELEASE 

 
NORTH CAROLINA PORT RECEIVES WIND TURBINE SHIPMENT 

 

Raleigh, N.C.- April 26, 2011 - North Carolina's Port of Morehead City recently received its second shipment of 
wind turbines.  The wind turbines were discharged from the M/V PAC Alkaid to three trucks for transport. 
  
The Port of Morehead City’s location, its ability to provide customized service to its customers, partnered with 
its essential personnel and facilities, including a 45-foot channel draft, make the Port of Morehead City ideally 
suited to handle this type of cargo.  
  
“From the pre-planning stages through to the same day expediting of our trucks from vessel to terminal loading 
and dispatch, everything was done without a hitch,” said John Riggs, Vice President Global Logistics, Perkins 
Specialized International Logistics, transportation logistics coordinator for the wind turbine shipment.  
 
“Wind energy cargo is a target commodity for North Carolina’s Ports,” said Glenn Carlson, Chief Commercial 
Officer, N.C. State Ports Authority. “The Ports are partnering with the N.C. Department of Commerce and the 
North Carolina Solar Center, to bring wind energy business to North Carolina. We are looking forward to 
developing more of these shipments through our Ports as the wind energy trade increases,” Carlson added.  
  
The North Carolina Ports' contribution to the wind energy industry could be substantial.  With a 300 megawatt 
onshore project proposed and the best offshore wind resource of any East Coast state, North Carolina is 
positioned to play a major role in the growing wind industry.  “The state is currently embracing its first onshore 
wind farm,” said Jen Banks, Wind Energy Project Coordinator at the North Carolina Solar Center, “and our goal 
is that the state will also have the opportunity to embrace offshore wind development in the coming years.”   
 
The Department of Energy has set a goal of developing 54 gigawatts of offshore wind in the United States by 
the year 2030.  This level of development will likely require a supply chain of manufacturing facilities located all 
along the East Coast. The Port of Morehead City is an ideal location for the transport of these components for 
the offshore wind industry. 
 
ABOUT THE NORTH CAROLINA SOLAR CENTER 

Created in 1988, the North Carolina Solar Center, as part of the College of Engineering at North Carolina State University (NCSU), works closely with state and local 
government and the renewable energy industry. It manages and maintains the NCSU Solar House and serves as a resource for innovative, green energy 
technologies through research and demonstration, technical assistance, education, outreach and training. It also administers the Database of Incentives for 
Renewables & Efficiency (DSIRE), a resource providing financial incentives and policies. For more information please visit: http://www.ncsc.ncsu.edu. 
 

ABOUT THE NORTH CAROLINA STATE PORTS AUTHORITY 

North Carolina's Ports in Wilmington and Morehead City, plus inland terminals in Charlotte and the Piedmont Triad in Greensboro, link the State's consumers, 
businesses and industry to world markets, and serve as magnets to attract new business and industry. Port activities contribute statewide to 65,000 jobs and $500 
million each year in state and local tax revenues while receiving no direct taxpayer subsidy. 

 

Contacts:  
Shannon Helm, N.C. Solar Center, 919-515-0353, shannon_helm@ncsu.edu 
Shannon Moody, NC State Ports Authority, 910-343-6482 shannon.moody@ncports.com 


